AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A vehicle seatbelt apparatus provided with a winder 
for winding a seatbelt comprising: 

collision predicting means for predicting a collision with an object of co lli s i on ; 

first winding control means for controlling the winder so as to wind the seatbelt at 
a first winding load when a collision is predicted by the collision predicting means; 

e m e rg e ncy brake detecting means for detecting an e m e rg e ncy br a k i ng st a t e 
operation of a brake pedal ; and 

second winding control means for controlling the winder so as to wind the 
seatbelt at a second winding load which is larger than the first winding load when the 
omorgoncy braking stat e brake pedal operation is detected by the emorgoncy brake 
detecting means ; and 

collision avoidance detecting means for detecting avoidance of the collision with 
the object and for releasing control of the winder upon detection of the avoidance . 

2. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 1 , 
charact e rized in that wherein the first winding control means is adapted to increase a 
winding load of the seatbelt by the winder to the first winding load from a moment when 
the collision is predicted by the collision predicting means at a first rising gradient, and 

the second winding control means is adapted to increase a winding load of the 
seatbelt by the winder to the second winding load from a moment when the e m e rg e ncy 



brak i ng ctato brake pedal operation is detected by the emergency brake detecting 
means at a second rising gradient which is larger than the first rising gradient. 

3. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 2, 
charactor i z o d in that wherein the second rising gradient is set to a value equal to or 
larger than 100 N/100 ms. 

4. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 2, 
charact e r i z e d i n that wherein the first rising gradient is set to a value equal to or larger 
than 100 N/180 ms and smaller than 100 N/100 ms. 

5. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 1 , 
charact e r i zed i n that wherein the second winding load is set to a value equal to or larger 
than 150 N. 

6. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 1 , 
charactor i zod in that wherein the first winding load is set to a value between 80 N and 
120 N inclusive. 

7. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 1 , 
charact e r i z e d i n that wherein the collision predicting means continuously detects a 
length from the vehicle in question to the object of collision, and predicts the collision 
with the object of collision based on the detected length which varies with time. 



8. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 1 , 
ch a ract e riz e d i n that wherein the emerg e ncy brake detecting means detects the 
omorg o ncy brak i ng otato brake pedal operation based on at least any one of a pressing 
amount, a pressing speed, and pressing force of the brake pedal and a brake hydraulic 
pressure. 

9. (Currently Amended) A vehicle seatbelt apparatus provided with a winder 
for winding a seatbelt comprising: 

collision predicting means for predicting a collision with an object of co lli s i on ; 

first winding control means for controlling the winder so as to wind the seatbelt 
from a moment when the collision is predicted by the collision predicting means while 
increasing the winding load of the seatbelt at a first rising gradient; 

omerg e ncy brake detecting means for detecting an omorgoncy brak i ng stat e a_ 
brake pedal operation ; and 

second winding control means for controlling the winder so as to wind the 
seatbelt while increasing the winding load of the seatbelt at a second rising gradient 
which is larger than the first rising gradient from a moment when the omorgoncy braking 
state brake pedal operation is detected by the em o rg o ncy brake detecting means ; and . 

collision avoidance detecting means for detecting avoidance of the collision with 
the object and for releasing control of the winder . 



10. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 9, 
charact o r i zod i n that wherein the second rising gradient is set to a value equal to or 
larger than 100 N/100 ms. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 9, 
ch a r a ct e r i z e d i n th a t wherein the first rising gradient is set to a value equal to or larger 
than 100 N/180 ms and smaller than 100 N/100 ms. 

12. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 9, 
charactorizod in that wherein the collision predicting means continuously detects a 
length from the vehicle in question to the object of collision and detects the collision with 
the object of collision based on the detected length which varies with time. 

13. (Currently Amended) The vehicle seatbelt apparatus according to claim 9, 
char a ct e r i z e d i n th a t wherein the emergency brake detecting means detects the 
e merg e ncy brak i ng stato brake pedal operation based on at least any one of a pressing 
amount, a pressing speed, and pressing force of the brake pedal and a brake hydraulic 
pressure. 

14-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (New) The vehicle seat apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
collision avoidance detecting means releases control of the winder based on at least 



one of detecting steering operation by a vehicle driver, detecting stopping of the vehicle, 
and detecting passage of a period of time since operation of the first or second winding 
control means greater than a preset period of time. 

20. (New) The vehicle seat apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the 
collision avoidance detecting means releases control of the winder based on at least 
one of detecting steering operation by a vehicle driver, detecting stopping of the vehicle, 
and detecting passage of a period of time since operation of the first or second winding 
control means greater than a preset period of time. 



